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SOURSOB or Oxalis pes-caprae 



Soursob Symptoms

ÅHyper motile gas colic (fast and  furious )

ÅChronic leeching of calcium from the bones 
(osteoporosis) with shifting leg lameness, big 
head, spontaneous fractures and paralysis

ÅDue to high oxalate content 

ÅRare acute hypocalcemia shaking and rigidity 
which might look like tetanus often seen 
during foaling
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Chronic Hypocalcemia 





Salvation Jane or Echium 

plantagineum



Toxicity

ÅPyrrolizidine alkaloids are the culprits

ÅCauses liver disease and eventually failure 

ÅSigns include: poor appetite, jaundice, weight loss can 
progress to depression dementia including head pressing  
photosensitization

ÅDiagnosis include  labs and biopsy

ÅTreatment includes remove from access to the plant, good 
quality low nitrogen hay ( green grass is good) antibiotics 
Vitamins may be of help.

ÅPrognosis is guarded, and one of the best indicators of a 
successful outcome is appetite.

ÅAnother plants with the toxin here is Potato weed.



Photosensitization



The Perfect Paddock (or not)



One Day Before Death



Jaundice Eye



Dementia and Bizarre Facial 

Movement



Australian Stringhalt





Flatweed, Capeweed  or False Dandelion 

Hypochaeris radicata

ÅToxic principle not known but may actually be fungus that 
grows on the plant

Å Tends to be more in the autumn (which may be due to 
scarcity of normal forage in the paddocks that time of year) 

ÅCauses exaggerated hypermetric motion normally of the hind 
legs

ÅCan be confused with traumatic injury to the outside of the 
hock (this usually responds to surgery)

Å If not too severe will eventually go away with removal from 
paddocks where is it grazed

ÅPhenytoin may be beneficial



Orbit 17 yr old severe 
bilateral stringhalt jumper 
champion


